Friendswood ISD Private Lesson Program 

Introduction
Participation in a performing arts group provides students opportunities to work cooperatively in a group, develop self-discipline, master musical skills, and maintain individual excellence. Private instruction is an important component to any fine arts education. This instruction provides supplemental enrichment that enhances and improves students skills. Students receiving this personal, individualized instruction benefit both musically and personally. Private instruction seeks to continuously increase the musical proficiency of the students and works cooperatively with the classroom instruction. 

In order for this program to be most effective, it is necessary that everyone involved have a clear understanding of its objectives and respect for established procedures. This pamphlet is presented in the hope that it will help clarify these objectives and procedures. 

IMPORTANT: Please read all of this information before enrolling your child in the music lessons program. Many of your questions will be answered in this document. If you have further questions, contact the director at your school.

You may receive a monthly statement. Bills are computed on a “per lesson” basis, therefore the amount of each month’s invoices may vary (Ex. illness, 5 lesson days in a month, holidays, etc.) Your statement will reflect lessons taken and amount due. There is a $10.00 fee for returned checks. 

THE FRIENDSWOOD ISD LESSON FEES AND INFORMATION ARE AS FOLLOWS:



$13.00 per 1/2 hour lesson-- Non-degreed college student



$16.00 per 1/2 hour lesson-- Degreed college graduate



$18.00 per 1/2 hour lesson-- Advanced Degree or Certificate

Our teachers include professional musicians and college students pursuing a teaching degree in music.  The teachers are screened and recommendations obtained before being hired. We are indeed fortunate to have them with so many fine band programs around the area.

These instructors are attracted to the Friendswood Band because the students show up every week for lessons. Our students practice their assignments and come to lessons prepared. Please pay for lessons on time and let teachers know in advance of an upcoming absence. 

LESSON CANCELLATION: If  a lesson is to be missed by a student for ANY reason (illness, band rehearsal, testing, field trips, etc.) the lesson teacher, not the directors, must be notified at least 24 hours in advance. Secure the name and telephone number of the private teacher when you first begin lessons. In case of sudden illness or emergency on the day of the lesson, telephone the private lesson teacher and notify the director at the school where the lessons are taught. A message can be left on the instructor’s answering machine. If the private lesson teacher is not notified, the absence will be considered “unexcused”. You will be charged for unexcused absences. After three such absences (consecutive) you will be dropped from the private lesson program.

IMPORTANT: Do not assume that the teacher will know about field trips, pep rallies, concerts, school-wide testing, etc., that may take a student out of class. Most of our private teachers are at a particular school only one day each week and are not aware of such activities.

TERMINATION: The student may terminate lessons anytime after the initial four lessons by notifying the private instructor one week in advance. This gives the teacher ample time to reschedule or add new students. If your student is terminated for non payment of a bill you will have to pay a $10.00 re-enrollment fee.

PROGRESS: If questions about the progress of the student arise, please contact the private teacher and discuss the progress for your child. The director of the student should also be contacted if there are concerns. Monitor the lesson by asking about assignments made by the private teacher and by helping your child organize their assignments to adequately prepare for lessons. This will aid the student in making positive progress. Students may be dropped from the private lesson program if satisfactory progress is not being made.

ATTENDANCE:  Students may also be dropped from the program or have the lesson schedule changed by the teacher for excessive absences. 

EXPECTATIONS: Expect the private teacher to make weekly assignments for the student to prepare for the next lesson. The assignments should be made in writing. A method book may be used in addition to the student’s class materials. Use of excellent method books written specifically for an instrument or voice are important to the development of a musician. Solos are another example of material that may be required. These books and solos should be a part of every music student’s personal collection for materials. The teacher should identify one of two areas that need improvement and assign specific exercises or drills that focus on the identified needs.

Do not expect miracles... Do expect steady progress toward improved performance skills which will make performing music more enjoyable by enabling the student to experience music of a more sophisticated and artistic nature. It is of the utmost importance that the student schedule daily careful/efficient practice habits in order to be successful.  No matter how good the teacher or how talented the student is, only practice will cause progress. 
STUDENTS SHOULD:
1. Be properly warmed-up before the lesson begins

2. Prepare every lesson thoroughly - look for “results,” not excuses.

3. Always bring all lesson music and materials to lesson (A separate folder for this material is often helpful.)

4. Always notify a teacher 24 hours in advance if you must miss a lesson except in the case of an emergency.

5. Be sure you understand which reasons are acceptable for “excused” absences and which are not.

6. Students, know your lesson time. Please try to schedule other school activities around it.

7. Always assume that you are having a lesson at you normal lesson time.

8. Make sure you understand your lesson teachers’ fee schedule and policies.

9. Be prepared for your lessons. Great improvement can and will be made if practicing is a regular part of each day.

PARENTS SHOULD:
1. Help identify the best time for practice an try to keep that time clear of conflicts.

2. Insist that a regular practice routine be followed: set up a schedule and stay with it. 

3. If your child will miss a lesson due to an illness or a schedule conflict, contact the private instructor 24 hours in advance.

4. Show your interest by sitting in on the practice session as often as possible, even if for only a few minutes.

5. Be sure to compliment the student for good work, faithfulness in practice, and any other worthy accomplishment.

6. Be on hand for every performance in which your child is involved, if at possible.

7. Help the student have necessary music, materials, and accessories.

8. Help the student be prompt in payment to the private lesson program.

9. Instructors should be paid for lessons at the beginning of the month.

10. Contact the director if you have any questions, need assistance, or if you are concerned about your child’s progress.

PRIVATE TEACHERS SHOULD:
1. Be regular -- this is most important.  If you must miss a lesson, notify the student 24 hours in advance and arrange for the make-up lesson at that time.  Only in emergencies should a director be asked to notify your students.

2. Be on time.

3. Give full lessons and keep the school schedule in mind.

4. Use materials that supplement the music program.

5. Teach reading skills -- the student probably should see something new every lesson.

6. Help students know how to practice and help them establish a practice routine.

7. Accept responsibility for motivating students as well as just presenting materials.

8. Maintain close contact with directors; be sure you are in agreement before recommendations are made to students about materials and purchasing new instruments.

9. Use lesson time for working on lesson material, in addition to region music, class music, and solos.

10. Give written assignments and keep a copy for the next lesson.

11. Demonstrate your interest in the students’ total musical experience by attending concerts, contests, auditions, and rehearsals when possible.

12. Pace students’ progress according to their ability, take them as far and as fast as they individually can go.

13. Maintain an accurate list of phone numbers and addresses of all directors and your students.

14. Be aggressive in learning of schedule conflicts - keep an up-to-date school calender.

15. Do your own scheduling where possible.

16. Maintain complete and accurate records of lesson attendance and payments according.

DIRECTORS SHOULD:
1. Make necessary arrangements for the building to be open as required by the private teachers or ask the teacher to change their schedule.

2. Give appropriate recognition and credit to private teachers for their contributions - at concerts, meetings, in printed matter, and so forth.

3. Look upon private teachers as professional colleagues and let students know that you respect the teachers and the private lesson program.

4. Stay in touch with the teachers to be certain you both have all pertinent information on the students’ progress and status.

5. Establish a “message center” for the private lesson program and use it to post notices of schedule changes and coming events, and ask students and teachers to look at it daily.

6. Be willing to assist teachers in locating materials for students.

7. Do whatever is necessary to inform teachers in advance of any situation that might cause them to miss students.

8. Remember that the students are not “your” students exclusively.

............................................................................................................................................................

FISD Private Band Lessons Registration

Student Name ______________________________ Home Phone______________

Instrument ______________________________School_______________________

Grade ____ Parents work phone _________________Parents email ______________

Parent Signature ______________________________________ Date ___________

